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to be his birthday. The First Lady said he 
was tired of getting birthday songs, so we’ll 
skip it. [Laughter] 

We’ve also got some Governors here who 
will be here for the last time—some by 
choice, some by law. We thank you for your 
service. One of them happens to be Brother. 
Come on back, you know. But all of you who 
won’t be back here, thank you for serving 
your States and our country. 

I like being around Governors. Governors 
know how to set agendas; Governors know 
how to rally people to convince the legisla-
ture to get results; Governors are results-ori-
ented people. So I picked a few for my Cabi-
net, including two Mikes—Mike Leavitt and 
Mike Johanns. They’re doing great jobs. I ap-
preciate the rest of my Cabinet being here, 
even though you aren’t Governors. [Laugh-
ter] You’re welcome to have a meal. [Laugh-
ter] 

Look forward to working with you to help 
shape the future of the country. You know, 
I told the people, we don’t need to fear the 
future because we intend to shape the future. 
And Governors play a big role in that. You 
got a big role in helping to protect our coun-
try, and I want to thank you for under-
standing we’re still at war and that we need 
your solid support in defending our country. 
Our most important duty is to protect the 
American people. 

Our economy is strong, and I mean to keep 
it that way, with good tax policy, both at the 
Federal and State level. We’ve got to make 
sure we’re less dependent on foreign sources 
of oil to keep our economy strong. We’ve 
got to make sure that our education system— 
make sure every child is educated, and with 
special emphasis on math and science. This 
country is a great country, and we’ve led the 
world, and we’ll continue to lead the world. 
And I look forward to working with you on 
such an agenda. 

This is historic times, and I know you know 
that. And so I want to thank you for your 
service to our great Nation. I want to thank 
you for bringing dignity and honor to the of-
fices you hold. And so now I’d like to offer 
a toast to the Governors of the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Jon S. Corzine of 

New Jersey; Gov. Tim Kaine of Virginia, and his 
wife, Anne Holton; and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. 

Remarks to the National Governors 
Association Conference 

February 27, 2006 

Good morning. Thanks for coming. I en-
joyed it last night; I hope you did too. It was 
a lot of fun. And thank you all for giving me 
a chance to come by. What I thought I’d do 
is say a few things and then answer some 
questions, if you have any. 

We have got a chance to achieve some big 
things for the country, to lay the stage for 
peace and to keep America in the lead. And 
these are goals that both Republicans and 
Democrats should share. You know, there’s 
a lot of politics here in Washington, so it’s— 
when you say, ‘‘Well, you know, it’s a Repub-
lican goal to make America competitive,’’ I 
just don’t agree with that. It should be a na-
tional goal. It’s a national goal to protect our 
people. And therefore, it requires a lot of 
collaboration throughout all aspects of gov-
ernment. And no better collaborators to im-
plement good policy than our Governors. So 
thanks for giving me a chance to come and 
share some insights with you. 

First, one question that ought to be con-
fronting everybody is, how do we keep this 
economy of ours strong? A couple of notable 
exceptions, like our friends in Michigan and 
Ohio in particular—maybe Washington 
State—the overall economy is in great shape. 
People are working; productivity is up; peo-
ple own their homes; small businesses are 
flourishing. And the fundamental question is, 
what can we do together to keep it that way? 
Part of it is to be wise with taxpayers’ money. 

I congratulate the States that have done 
a good job of increasing their surpluses; it’s 
a good thing. I can remember a couple of 
years ago when we were a little worried about 
deficits at the State level. That’s changed. 
Surplus and tax policy—wise with people’s 
money—all go hand in hand in terms of mak-
ing sure America remains competitive. I be-
lieve if you take money out of people’s pock-
ets, it hurts economic vitality and growth. 
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* White House correction. 

I know full well that in order for us to 
be competitive, two other things have to hap-
pen. One is, we’ve got to be less dependent 
on foreign sources of oil. Told the people, 
shocked them pretty much when I was stand-
ing up there as the guy from Texas saying 
our dependency upon oil creates a problem. 
But I meant it. Dependency upon oil has cre-
ated an economic problem for us. It chal-
lenges our economic security, because when 
demand for oil goes up relative to supply 
worldwide, it causes the price at the pump 
to go up. It’s like a hidden tax on our people 
when gasoline prices go up. Dependence on 
foreign sources of oil creates a national secu-
rity problem. You hear parts of the world 
where there is disruption in oil supply as a 
result of local politics, for example; it affects 
the United States of America. 

I spend a lot of time worrying about dis-
ruption of energy because of politics or civil 
strife in other countries or because tyrants 
control the spigots. And it’s in our national 
interest that we become less dependent on 
oil. And so we’ve laid out a strong initiative 
to encourage Congress to continue to spend 
research and development money to enable 
us to power our automobiles through addi-
tional uses of ethanol; to expand E–85 be-
yond just the current regional—the region 
where it’s being—where the corn is being 
grown, to be able to use other types of bio-
mass to fuel our cars. We think we’re very 
close to that kind of breakthrough. Hybrid 
batteries are going to make an enormous dif-
ference in our capacity to drive the first 40 
miles in urban centers without the use of any 
gasoline. Hydrogen automobiles eventually 
are going to make a huge difference in ena-
bling us to become less dependent on foreign 
sources of oil. 

We’ve got to expand solar power. I went 
to a facility there in Michigan to see a fan-
tastic company called United Solar. I don’t 
mean to be pushing them, but nevertheless, 
they’re making a great product. I remember 
going out to Colorado to the facility out 
there, the research facility on alternative uses 
of energy. We’ve got fantastic chances to ad-
vance this really important agenda, and we 
look forward to working with you to do so. 
It’s one of these issues where when we con-
tinue to make these technological break-

throughs, we’ll leave behind a better tomor-
row for our children and grandchildren. 

The other issue that I know we can work 
together and must work together is to make 
sure our children are not only educated in 
reading and writing but also in math and 
science. America must be competitive in the 
out years. We’ve got to have our—we’ve got 
to be educating the future physicists and en-
gineers. And we look forward to working with 
you to help make math and science in our 
classrooms more of a reality. 

As well, we’re planning on doubling the 
amount of Federal research dollars for basic 
sciences. And recognizing that most of the 
research in the United States is done at the 
corporate level, to make the research and de-
velopment tax credit a permanent part of the 
Tax Code. It’s really hard to get our compa-
nies to invest in research and development 
if there’s uncertainty in the Tax Code, and 
Congress allows the R&D tax credit to lapse, 
and when it lapses, planners say, ‘‘Well, I’m 
not sure it’s going to be around, so why do 
we want to make investment?’’ So making 
the R&D tax code [credit] * a permanent part 
of our Tax Code will help spur continued 
research and technology. Technology is going 
to help us stay competitive; it’ll help us be 
the most productive society in the world, 
which means our people’s standard of living 
is going to go up. 

So here are some things we can work on, 
to get rid of all of the kind of needless politics 
that tends to be dominating the landscape 
these days and focus on things that will help 
this country remain the leader in the world 
when it comes to the economy. 

I also want to thank those of you who have 
set up faith-based offices. I’m sincere about 
working with State and local governments to 
rally the great armies of compassion. And I 
know that some 32 States have set up faith- 
based offices, and I appreciate you doing 
that. It’s really an important part of making 
sure our social agenda is comprehensive and 
complete. 

I wish I could report to you that the war 
on terror is over. It’s not. An enemy still 
lurks. They’re dangerous people, and it re-
quires a comprehensive strategy to defeat, 
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and part of it, of course, is making sure our 
homeland is secure. If you have any ques-
tions on the NSA decision, I’ll be glad to give 
it to you—be glad to answer them. 

The other part of the offense—of the strat-
egy is to stay on the offense, is to keep them 
on the run. And to this end, I want to thank 
you for supporting our Guard troops. Many 
of you have been overseas and have seen our 
Guard troops in action. And I can’t thank 
you enough for not only supporting the 
troops in harm’s way but providing great 
comfort to their families as well. 

Ultimately, the defeat of the terrorists is 
not only defeat them overseas so we don’t 
have to face them here at home but as well, 
it’s to spread liberty and freedom. And the 
freedom agenda is a powerful part of our 
country’s desire to lay the foundation for 
peace. And it’s making a difference. It’s mak-
ing a difference. I know one of the debates 
about the freedom agenda is, ‘‘Well, elections 
cause certain things to happen that you may 
not want to happen.’’ No, elections are only 
the beginning of the process; they’re not the 
end. Elections, plus a focused foreign policy 
effort that helps build the institutions of de-
mocracy, is what is going to be necessary to 
ultimately defeat the hateful ideology of 
those who would do our country harm. 

It’s an interesting debate that’s going to 
take place here in Washington, or is taking 
place in Washington: Do elections cause 
radicalism or empower radicals? My answer 
is, the status quo empowered radicals. This 
notion that somehow the Middle East was 
a safe place for the last 30 years—because 
we didn’t see, kind of, the turmoil that hap-
pens with elections, meant we were safe, I 
just totally disagree with that, kind of the— 
beneath the surface that appeared placid, the 
policymakers, was resentment and hatred 
and planning and plotting, all of which came 
home on September the 11th. 

And I believe this country has got to be 
aggressive in our pursuit of democracy and 
liberty, based upon our firm belief that there 
are such things as the natural rights of men 
and women. After all, that’s what caused our 
founding, that there is universality to liberty. 
And we shouldn’t be surprised when 11 mil-
lion Iraqis go to the polls and demand free-
dom in the face of unbelievable terrorist at-

tacks. That shouldn’t surprise America. We 
ought to say, we recognize that spirit. And 
it is that spirit that’s ultimately going to be 
able to say, we’ve kept the peace for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

And so we can work together on these im-
portant issues, and I thank you for giving me 
a chance for me to come by and visit with 
you about them. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. 

Proclamation 7984—Establishment 
of the African Burial Ground 
National Monument 
February 27, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In Lower Manhattan, at the corners of 

Duane and Elk Streets, lies an undeveloped 
parcel of approximately 15,000 square feet 
that constitutes a remaining portion of New 
York City’s early African Burial Ground. The 
site is part of an approximately 7-acre Na-
tional Historic Landmark established on 
April 19, 1993. From the 1690s to the 1790s, 
the African Burial Ground served as the final 
resting place of enslaved and free Africans 
in New York City, New York. It contains the 
remains of those interred, as well as the ar-
cheological resources and artifacts associated 
with their burials. Prior to the date of this 
proclamation, the site was administered by 
the General Services Administration (GSA), 
and it will be the location of a memorial, to 
be constructed soon according to a design 
selected on April 29, 2005, through a com-
petition conducted by the GSA with the par-
ticipation of the National Park Service (NPS) 
and other interested parties. 

Whereas the African Burial Ground Na-
tional Monument will promote under-
standing of related resources, encourage con-
tinuing research, and present interpretive op-
portunities and programs for visitors to better 
understand and honor the culture and vital 
contributions of generations of Africans and 
Americans of African descent to our Nation; 
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